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The-Apprenticeship
Training Employment and
Development (RATED)
Programme which Premier
and Minister for Finance Dr.
the Hon. Natalio Wheatley
continues to speak fondly of
has been given an average
grade by members of the
Opposition, Deputy Speaker
Hon. Stacy Mather, and
Sixth District Representative
Hon. Myron Walwyn.

Back in November 2022,
the RATED Programme
was launched to provide
three pathways for persons
between the age of 18 to
65 who are unemployed or
under-employed to obtain
opportunities through
short term employment,
apprenticeship and/or
education  and
development.

However during a recent
House of Assembly both
Hon. Mather
Walwyn explained that more

training,

and Hon.

needs to be done to empower
out of work Virgin Islanders.
Territory’s-At-Large

Representative Hon. Mather
voiced his concerns about the
RATED programme stating:
“I  am  wholeheartedly
dedicated to the well-being
of all young people and
was pleased to see that the
RATED programme has
been allocated a budget of
over a million dollars.”

“Nevertheless, it was
disconcerting  during the
committee stages [of
the HOA] to
much of the employment
opportunities provided by
the programme are primarily
manual labour, such as bush
cutting,” he added.

The Deputy Speaker
acknowledged the need for
employment, and urged
the government to focus on
creating programmes that
not only employ the youth
but also provide
progression.

The first term legislator
opined that there exist other
opportunities
Territory that could offer a
superior _quality of life to

learn that

career

within  the

the youth, ensuring they feel
included and hopeful within
the Territory.

He further proposed that the
young population should be
reassured that they do not
live in a Territory where
wealth is circulated among
only a select few.

In a similar vein, Hon.
Walwyn acknowledged the
purpose, but
referred to the

nonetheless
RATED
programme as a ‘temporary
fix,” arguing that it does
not adequately address the
employment issues of the
Territory.

Walwyn indicated that these
are serious unemployment
problems, not only in his
District but across the
Territory, and felt that not
enough was being done to
rectify this situation.
“I acknowledged
HOAs]
the RATED programme is
a decent beginning, but I
firmly believe it falls short

in [the
committee  that

Continued on page 2

Jeron Springette and De’Nya Winter were crowned
BVI Prince and Princess 2023 at the Multipurpose Sports
Complex in Road Town on Sunday, July 23.

Photo credit: htips://www.facebook.com/PnPBVI/?locale=en_GB
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RATED PROGRAMME DESCRIBED AS.:...from page 1

in tackling the country’s
unemployment crisis. It’s
merely a plaster,” the Sixth
District ~ Representative
noted.

He further pointed out
that more is required to
meet the employment goal
set out in the Programme
mandate. “What we need

is a more encompassing
unemployment
programme that ensures
people a fair opportunity
to kickstart their careers,
whether in the private or
government sector.”

Hon. Walwyn also
announced that the
programme only provides

temporary-financial
relief for six months. He
concluded by saying: “If a
job isn’t found within this
timeframe, you’re back
to the drawing board. It’s
crucial that we reassess
this programme.”

“I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO
CENSOR ANYONE OR PASS MORAL
JUDGMENTS”: PREMIER SAYS

Dr. the Hon.Natalio D. Wheatley

There  will be no
artist ban! This was the
confirmation  given by
Premier and Minister for
Finance Dr. the Hon. Natalio
Wheatley following days of
public speculation after a
suggestion was made by a
local clergyman that some
of the artists on the 2023
Festival Lineup do not sing
music that are wholesome
for the Territory.

During a press conference
the Premier stated that he will
not implement measures to
censor or prohibit a specific
artist expected to perform
at the forthcoming August
Festival celebrations.

The Premier’s
confirmation essentially
brought to an end a public
debate that emerged over
whether two alleged
controversial performers -
Byron Messia and Peanut

Da Real Nut - should be

given the stage at the festival
due to their lyrics which a
clergyman publicly declared
was violent and in bad taste
following the recent spike in
gun violence and homicides
in the Territory.

While addressing the
matter the BVI Leader stated:
“The Festival
chooses artists based on who
the audience enjoys listening
to. Already, there’s an
exciting buzz surrounding

Committee

the entertainment for the
event.”

“I tread cautiously around
the subject of censorship.
Nearly every artist — the
majority of those who grace
our Festival stage, both past
and present, foreign and
local — will have lyrical
content that might not
resonate with everyone,” the
Premier added.

Meanwhile,-Hon.

Wheatley called for an
extensive community
dialogue about the
entertainment content

consumed and the actual
preferences of the audience
since they are the ones
attending to listen to the

performers.

He drew parallels with
TV shows such as Power
and violent video games like
Call of Duty and Grand Theft
Auto, noting that individuals
make personal choices to
consume such content.

“I am not in a position
t0 censor anyone Or pass
moral judgments. There are
numerous individuals who
can rationalize the type of
reality depicted in some of
the lyrics,” added Premier
Wheatley.

He further asserted his
ongoing commitment to
advocating for unity against
crime and supporting the
police’s efforts to discourage
individuals from engaging in
criminal activities; and called
for proactive measures in
schools, community groups,
and other fora to promote a
positive narrative.

Hon. Wheatley concluded

by saying: “Ultimately,
individuals have the
freedom to choose what

they consume. And | would
encourage everyone to, as
I strive to do, let positive
ideas and thoughts influence
their minds.”

Partnership For Peace

Programme Commences
Its 20th Cycle

The 20th cycle for the Office of Gender Affairs Partnership
for Peace (PfP): A Violence Intervention Programme
commenced earlier this month.

Director of Gender Affairs Ms. Patricia Hackett said the
programme has been one of the flagship initiatives that her
office has implemented over the last fourteen years to maintain
its zero-tolerance for domestic violence in the Virgin [slands.
She said since its inception, over one hundred and fifty men
have benefited from the programme.

Ms. Hackett said, “It is a psycho-educational programme
to encourage and support men in achieving a violence-free
lifestyle and is based on a 16-session curriculum called
Partnership for Peace (UNIFEM Manual, 2009). It is also a
court based connected programme where all referrals come
from the Magistrates’ Court.”

The aim of this cycle is to stop violence in participants’ lives,
help them to understand that violence is a choice and to accept
responsibility for their behavior, chose new behaviors that are
free of violence, and teach participants skills for addressing
conflicts when responding to stress.

The programme was in partnership with the United Nations
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) now United
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of
Women, (UNWOMEN) where they provided technical and
financial support for its development.

The Gender Affairs Coordinator acts as the Programme
Director for the violence intervention programme which is
also supported by UNWOMEN trained facilitators, Clinical
Supervisors and a Programme Coordinator. Each session
runs for two hours and the curriculum is delivered by a male
and a female facilitator. The classes are also observed by the
Clinical Supervisor throughout the cycle.

Ms. Hackett said her office continues to work towards
a Virgin Islands where gender equality and equity are at
the forefront of the minds of every resident and visitor.
“The Ministry of Health and Social Development remains
committed to a life free of violence for all and improving on
the established conversations and actions surrounding gender
equality and equity,” she added.

The Partnership for Peace programme has also been
implemented in other Caribbean countrics including Grenada,
Jamaica, St. Lucia and Trinidad and Tobago.

The Office of Gender Affairs continues to promote and
conduct programmes that will assist in building healthy and
non-violent intimate partner relationships between men and
women in the Virgin Islands.




DOWNLOAD ALL LATEST DIGITAL EDITIONS at islandsunbvi.com

The Island Sun - Saturday, 29 July 2023 -3

“American Airlines is here in the BVI because it aligns
with their interests”: Hon Walwyn says

Sixth District Representative
Hon. Myron Walwyn, while
applauding the government’s
recent agreement with
American Airlines, has
declared that it’s time to move
past the initial excitement of
the achievement.

Amidst great celebration and
fanfare =~ American  Airlines
recently launched its direct
flights to the BVI from Miami,
USA. However, Hon. Walwyn
is urging the government to
shift its attention to airport
development as the facility
is linked to job creation and
various significant aspects of
the economy.

“Even with the arrival of
these flights, we should avoid
complacency — and initiate

the airport development work.
I haven’t observed anything
in this SAP (supplementary
budget) substantial enough to
direct us toward our goal,” the
Sixth District Representative
recently asserted in the House

of Assembly.
He continued: “Take, for
example, Dominica — they

are constructing a new airport
concurrently  with  Sandals’
$200  million  investment.
They are also expanding their
existing airport. So, while they
are extending their current
airport and building a new one,
we can’t even manage to gather
a teaspoon of sand on Beef
Island.”

Hon. Walwyn also clarified
that despite the government’s

outreach to American Airlines,
the airline decided to operate
in the BVI because it was in
their interest. For this reason,
he advised that once the initial
thrill fades, the government
should return its focus to the
matters of importance in the
BVI.

“The reality is that American
Airlines is here in the BVI
because it aligns with their
interests. Their budget for the
last quarter surpasses the entire
annual budget of the BVIL
We can’t command American
Airlines to come here, they
will only arrive if it suits them.
Indeed, the Minister reached
out, and we commend him
for that, but the decision to
reenter the Caribbean was a

strategic move by American
Airlines,” the Sixth District
Representative added.

In response to Walwyn’s
remarks, Premier Wheatley
insisted that credit should
not be detracted from the
Minister responsible for ports,
Kye Rymer, who secured the
historic deal, especially because
previous BVI administrations

were unsuccessful in
establishing direct flights to the
Territory.

“Past administrations were
unsuccessful in acquiring air
access from Miami — which
serves as a hub for America.
Attempts were made but
ultimately proved fruitless,
and that’s all I'll comment

Hon. Myron Walwyn

regarding those attempts. The
runway  expansion efforts

were also unsuccessful. It’s a
significant challenge, but we
aim to stay humble and assert
that we’ll do our best,” Premier
Wheatley stated.

SAME SEX MARRIAGE REFERENDUM POSTPONED

The same sex referendum
which was touted by
government as the way
forward in addressing the
pressing matter of same sex
unions in the Territory has
been delayed. The decision
was mentioned by Premier
and Minister for Finance Dr.
the Hon. Natalio Wheatley.

Premier Wheatley during
a press conference on 25
July stated that certain
matters have caused the
delay. He explained: “We are
committed to the referendum
moving forward. There
was a legislative challenge
as it pertains to the voting
machines in terms of the
length of time that the ballots
have to remain within the
machines before you can
remove them and we are
going to have to solve that
challenge to be able to have
use of the machines.”

The decision to hold
the referendum came
in light of recent legal

challenges questioning the
constitutionality of Section
13(1)(c) of the Matrimonial

Proceedings and Property
Act, No. 6 of 1995, which
declares marriages between
parties of the same sex as
void. As such on 30 June a
resolution for the BVI’s first
referendum was gazetted.
“It would be wise to update
the BVI Constitution to the
new millennium...also what
about Human Rights?? And
the discrimination against
LGBT individuals born here
or living here?? They are
more than you think — like
it or not. Is the BVI living
in the dark ages?”: a gay
activist told this newspaper.

Under the provisions of
the Referendum Act, No. 9
of 2002, the Cabinet has the
authority to refer matters of
Territorial importance to the
electorate for determination
through a  referendum.
Recognizing the complex
and sensitive nature of the
same-sex marriage issue, the
Cabinet deemed it necessary
to seek public opinion on
the matter. “It sounds like
Pontius Pilate talk,” the gay
activist said.

The referendum, which
government said will be
done shortly aims to gauge
the electorate’s views and
guide the government on
the potential legalization of
same-sex marriage or the
establishment of civil unions
or domestic partnerships for
same-sex couples.

The resolution, which
has been presented to the
House of Assembly, outlines
two crucial questions that
will be posed to voters
during the referendum. The
first question will inquire
whether individuals are in
favor of legalizing same-
sex marriage in the Virgin
[slands. The second question
focuses on the preference
for legislation that would
provide for civil unions or
domestic partnerships. These
unions would grant same-
sex couples various rights,
privileges, and benefits,
encompassing areas such as
property rights, healthcare,
employment, and social
security survivors benefits.

By conducting the

referendum, the government
seeks to demonstrate its
commitment to involving the
people of the Virgin Islands
in decisions that impact
their lives. The referendum
will serve as a platform
for public engagement,

allowing citizens to express
their opinions and shape

Amaris
Daycare
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the government’s approach
to same-sex marriage. The
outcome of the referendum
will guide the government’s
potential legislative
intervention and reform,
ensuring that the wishes and
concerns of the populace are
duly considered.
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BVIHSA ANNOUNCES NEW HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER

ROAD TOWN, British
Virgin Islands - July 24, 2023
- The BVI Health Services
Authority (BVIHSA) is pleased
to announce the appointment
of our new Human Resources
Manager, Dierdra Wheatley-
Peters, PhD who will play
a pivotal role in driving
our  organization’s  talent
management strategy forward.

The BVIHSA has been
successful in recruiting Mrs.
Wheatley-Peters to lead
the organization’s Human

Resources Department. Mrs.
Wheatley-Peters has extensive
public  service experience,
having worked at the Ministry of
Health & Social Development
(Housing Recovery), Ministry
of Natural Resources and
Labour, Department of Human
Resources, and the H. Lavity
Stout Community College.
With over 15 years of
experience in various aspects
of Human Resources services,
Mrs. Wheatley-Peters
brings with her a wealth of

knowledge and innovative
ideas. She previously held the
leadership position of Human
Resources Manager, at the
Ministry of Health and Social
Development, where she led
a variety of staff improvement
initiatives.

As BVIHSA’s new Human
Resources  Manager, Mrs.
Wheatley-Peters will play a
key role in overseeing all HR
functions, including recruitment
and staffing, training and
development, employee

, British Virgin Islands

ELECTRICITY

RE-TENDER

TENDER FOR THE PROVISION OF CLEANING SERVICES

-~ CORPORATION

Duties:
a) Daily cleaning,

The B.V.l. Electricity Corporation is inviting tenders for the provision of cleaning services at its
offices at Long Bush and Pockwood Pond as follows for a period of one (1) year as follows-:

mopping and dusting of the Corporation’s Administration,
Transmission and Distribution and Information Technology Offices at Long Bush;

b) Daily cleaning, mopping and dusting of all rooms offices and general floor areas at
the Henry Wilfred Smith Power Station and Inventory Management Unit at Pockwood

Pond;
c) Vacuuming of carpets, cleaning of blinds, desks ceiling fixtures and upholstery;
d) Washing of all windows on a monthly basis;
e) Responsible for supplying all cleaning materials and products;

Quoted prices must be presented in the following format:

Particulars

Monthly Rate (in US $)

Labour

S

Cleaning Supplies

Other Costs [As applicable -Tenderer to specify)

Total

S
S
$

3) Two (2) references.

The tenderers must submit the following:

1) A copy of a valid trade license.
2) A copy of certificate of good standing from the Social Security Board, National Health
Insurance, and the Inland Revenue Department. Must be issued by the relevant statutory
body within three (3) months from submission deadline.

Tenders must be submitted in a sealed envelope with a return address and clearly marked
“Tender for Cleaning Services 2023-2024" and delivered to:-

Attn: The General Manager
B.V.l. Electricity Corporation
P.O. Box 268

Road Town, Tortola VG 1110
British Virgin Islands

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: 4:00PM on THURSDAY, 10th August 2023.

The Corporation reserves the right to accept or reject any tender and to annul the tendering
process at any time prior to the award of contract without thereby incurring any liability to the
affected tenderer or tenderers and is under no obligation to give any reason for such action.

\N

From left: Dr. Dierdra Wheatley-Peters, PhD,

Hon. Vincent Wheatley —

relations, compensation and
benefits, and compliance with
labor laws.

Minister for Health and
Social Development, Hon.
Vincent Wheatley, warmly
welcomed  Dr. Wheatley-
Peters, emphasizing the crucial
role of Human Resources
management in the BVIHSA's
pursuit of providing world-
class  healthcare  services.
Hon. Wheatley stressed the
significance of the dedicated
staff as frontline first responders
in public health matters. He

further stated; “The Ministry of

Health is delighted to reaffirm
its commitment to supporting
the efforts of the BVIHSA in
ensuring that all key positions

Minister for Health and Social Development

are filled with qualified experts
to further enhance the quality
of healthcare services offered.”

Meanwhile, acting BVIHSA
CEO Dr. June Samuel
welcomed the new HR
Manager to the organization
stating, "We are thrilled to
welcome Mrs. Wheatley-Peters
to our team. Her experience and
leadership will be invaluable as
we continue to attract, develop,
and retain the best talent in
healthcare. We look forward
to her contributions to enhance
our organization’s culture and
align our human
strategy with our mission to
provide world-class healthcare

’»

resources

services.

From left: Hon. Vincent Wheatley — Minister for Health and
Social Development, Dr. Dierdra Wheatley-Peters, PhD, and
Dr. June Samuel — Acting Chief Executive Officer BVIHSA
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Complex Ltd. 1-stop Medical Center

One year pl us aﬂer Our Doctors, Dentistry, Orthodontics,
Hurricane lrma Eye Care, Pharmacy, Medical Lab,

X-rays, Mammography and

The B&F Medical Complex is pleased to welcome you to ,
Phase 1 of our new & improved location in the James Frett Sonography are here to serve & care...

Building between Immigration Dept and the Festival Village
Paﬂdnn: Grounds. . " Gome on in or Gall us today at:

As always, your health comes first and we are hereto care 0~ 494=2196 or 494-5313

we may have changed location but our motto remains the same:
“We see all Patients and no one is tumed away”.

Again, we thank you for all your support and encouragement

— s0 as measure of our gratitude, we have expanded our Location:
availability, improved our services and secured your cost control James Frett Building, Wickhams Cay,
by extending our Hurricane Relief Assistance with your Co-pay as Road Town. Tortola
previously done. ’

Major Bay, East End/Long Look, Tortola
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Bill Seeks to Establish Virgin Islands Shipping
and Maritime Authority

The Virgin Islands
Shipping and Maritime
Authority Act, 2023 had its
first reading in the House of

Assembly on June 29.
The Bill makes provisions
for the Government of the

Authority in efforts

Virgin Islands to establish

A= A RADIO 7SS0 ANV

THE AN ADWVANTAGE

MONDAYS PROGRAM LISTINGS

(1:00 PM) OMOJA - WITH EDJU EN KA
(5:00 PM) TALKING POINTS - WITH MRS. VIOLET GAUL
(7:00 PM) INSPIRATION MONDAYS - WITH MEADE MALONE
(7:30 PM) TRANSFORMING YOUR TOMORROW TODAY - BY TRANSFORMATION
CHURCH INTERNATIONAL
(8:00 PM) NDP RADIO PROGRAM (1ST & 3RD MONDAYS) - BY THE NATIONAL
DEMOCRATIC PARTY
(8:00 - 9:00 PM) NEW COVENANT PRAYER LINE (EVERY 2ND MONDAY) - NEW
COVENANT MINISTRIES
TUESDAYS
(5:00 PM) HONESTLY SPEAKING PROGRAM - WITH CLAUDE SKELTON CLINE
WEDNESDAYS
(10:00 AM) THE MORNING SHOW - WITH PAUL HEWLETT
(1:15 PM) OMOJA - WITH "EDJU EN KA"
(7:00 - 8:00 PM) DYAS VOICE PROGRAM - (2ND AND 4TH WEDNESDAY) WITH DEPT.
OF YOUTH AFFAIRS & SPORTS
(7:00 - 9:00 PM) THE HOT SEAT REVISED PROG. - (1ST & 3RD WEDNESDAY)
(8:00 - 10:00 PM) THE HOT SEAT REVISED PROG. - (2ND WEDNESDAY) WITH CARL
DAWSON, JULIAN GORDON, AND WALWYN BREWLEY
THURSDAYS
*(5:00 PM) HONESTLY SPEAKING PROGRAM - WITH CLAUDE SKELTON CLINE
FRIDAYS
+(7:00 - 8:00 PM) BODY AND SOUL PROGRAM - WITH REV. DR. PASTOR MELVIN TURNBULL, DR. KEDRICK
PICKERING, REV. MICHAEL ANTHONY, PASTOR CALVIN MILLS, AND REV. DR. KEITH LEWIS
SATURDAYS
* (8:00 - 10:00 AM) MORE TALK, LESS MUSIC - WITH ZOE AND JOE JACK
+(10:00 - 11:00 AM) KNOWLEDGE IS POWER HOUR
(4:30 - 6:00 PM) SPORTS TALK - WITH CLEMENT "BONE CRUSHER" DONOVAN, AND ROY PICKERING
(ALTERNATING WEEKS)
(6:00 - 7:30 PM) A LOOK AT THE COMMUNITY - WITH HOSTS ULRIC SCATLIFFE & DR. HARLAN VANTERPOOL
SUNDAYS
(7:15 - 7:30 AM) HOPE FOR TODAY B'CAST - BY: CHRISTIAN FAITH ASSEMBLY
(7:30 - 7:45 AM) VOICE OF THE LAMB B'CAST - BY: TRINITY MORAVIAN CHURCH
(7:45 - 8:00 AM) ADVENT EYE MINISTRY (2ND & 4TH SUNDAY) - BY: BRO. MICHAEL WILLIAMS

(7:45 - 8:00 AM) FAITH BELIEVING B'CAST (IST & 3RD SUNDAY) - BY: UPPER ROOM DELIVERANCE TABERNACLE,

BOSTON, MA

(8:00 - 8:15 AM) VOICE OF HOPE B'CAST - BY: APOSTOLIC FAITH CHURCH

(8:30 - 9:00 AM) GOSPEL OF JESUS B'CAST - BY: GOSPEL OF JESUS EVANGELISTIC PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
(9:00 - 9:30 AM) SHOCKING BIBLE PROPHECIES - BY: SEVENTHDAY ADVENTISTS CHURCHES

(9:30 - 9:45 AM) AGAPE TOTAL LIFE BROADCAST - BY: AGAPE TOTAL LIFE CENTER

(9:50 AM) HOLINESS AWAKENING B'CAST - BY: CHURCH OF GOD OF HOLINESS, BAUGHERS BAY

(10:05 AM) REVEALED TRUTH B'CAST - BY: SHAMMAH DELIVERANCE MINISTRIES

(10:35 AM) UNSHACKLED RADIO MINISTRY

(12:30 PM) ST. PAUL'S ANGLICAN CHURCH, SEA COWS BAY SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE

*(1:30 PM) ST. GEORGE'S EPISCOPAL ANGLICAN CHURCH (EXCEPT 2ND SUNDAY)

(4:30 PM) HYMNS & THEIR MEANINGS PROG. (1ST & 3RD SUNDAY) - WITH BRENDA HERBERT STEWART
(6:00 PM) METHODIST CHURCH MONTHLY SERVICE (1ST SUNDAY)

(6:00 PM) ST. GEORGE'S EPISCOPAL ANGLICAN CHURCH (2ND SUNDAY)

(7:00 PM) YOUR GOSPEL MUSIC PROGRAM - WITH VALERIE LETTSOME AND CLAUDE PARILLON (LAST 3
SUNDAYS)

(7:30 PM) "VICTORIOUS PRAISES' B'CAST - WITH SIS. ESMIE POTTER (2ND SUNDAY)

(8:15 PM) PRAISE & PRAYER SERVICE - BY: TRINITY MORAVIAN CHURCH (4TH SUNDAY)

the Shipping and Maritime

enhance the operations and
the viability of the Virgin

Islands’ ships register, and
its related products and
services.

The Authority will be
tasked  with
managing and controlling
the Territory’s
affairs to ensure optimal
performance, underpinned
by robust decision-making
policies towards maintaining
a quality flag.

According to the Bill,
the establishment of an
autonomous Board is in

directing,

maritime

alignment with global flags
international standards and
in accordance with the Red
Ensign Group of flags, in
which  Cayman Islands,
Bermuda and Isle of Mann
operate as statutory boards.

Director of the Virgin
Islands Shipping Registry,
Mr. John Samuel stated,
“The Virgin Islands Shipping
and Maritime Authority’s
overall function will involve
utilising strategies to analyse
the market, and using the
information to  respond
appropriately.”

Mr. Samuel said, “The
Shipping Registry’s success
depends on its ability not
only to gain entry into the key
global shipping and global
markets, but also to achicve
a sustained competitive
presence, through employing
the relevant strategies.”

The Bill indicates that
the transition will promote
the self-generating revenue
levels that will enhance
the Territory’s company
registration for the
ownership and operation of
shipping companies, and

will increase the overall

marketability of the Virgin
Islands as a maritime tourism
destination.

Ultimately,-the
establishment of the
Authority will further the
Government of the Virgin
Islands’  objectives  of
economic diversification
and expanding the revenue-
generating capacities of the
Territory.

According to the Bill, “The
appointment and installation
of a Board will decentralise
the-responsibilities
of management and
leadership. Hence, legally
the ultimate responsibility
for international maritime
compliance, regulation of
the BVI maritime waters,
and the efficient and effective
operation of the commercial
registry product will rest
with the governing Board.

The Board will function
like an autonomous corporate
entity that will be required
to report to the Premier
through the Chairperson of
the Board. In addition, the
Board will be required to
submit an annual report to
the Premier, and prepare and
submit its annual budget to
the Premier for approval.

Continue on page 7
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Bill Seeks to Establish
Virgin Islands Shipping...
from page 6

status will separate VISR from the Central
Government  administration.  Operating
under a Management Board will provide
several advantages, which include: the
Authority’s ability to manage its finances
more effectively;the Authority’s release
from some of the bureaucratic hurdles it
now experiences in such areas as hiring
mandatory and critical technical staff,
employee continuing education and
programme development;

the Authority’s ability to keep pace with
its Red Ensign peers and to support the BVI
as a maritime state in maintaining mandatory
international maritime standards;

having a mix of people from the
public and private sector bringing new
perspectives to the policy management and
operations of the Authority; the Authority’s
ability to be proactive and respond more
quickly to changes in the local, regional
and international maritime arenas; and
allowing more flexibility in its operations
as a commercial business entity, thereby
enabling its ability to negotiate with
potential clients when required to attract
increased business and overall volume to
the flag.

Currently, the Virgin Islands Shipping
Registry is a Government department
operating under the Premier’s Office.

Persons are being encouraged to read the
draft Bill and submit feedback by August
4 to premieroffice@gov.vg, ahead of the
second reading at the next sitting of the
House of Assembly.

The Government of the Virgin Islands
remains committed to facilitating effective
revenue management, and economic
diversification, through employing robust
economic policies and decision-making

processes.

(A
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~ St. George’s Episcopal (Anglican) Church

v
a AY

Annual Emancipation Service

St. Philips Anglican Church Grounds

Kingston Estate, Tortola VG110

British Virgin Islands
Sunday, 6™ August, 2023
Service begins at 9:00 a.m.

Refreshments after the service
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VI Services Hosts Tea Party For 'Programme

The VI Services recently hosted
a tea party for members of its adult
day programme for persons with
disabilities.

Director of Disabilities Services
Miss Crystal Estridge said the
event is part of her division’s
community awareness initiative.
She said activities at the VI
Services which falls under the
Disabilities Services at the Social
Development  Department, are
usually closed off for the summer
during the July to August period.

Miss Estridge said the staff
decided to have an event this
year so that participants in the
programme can experience some
integration into the society.

“We want them to have some
experiences like the rest of us do
that maybe they would not normally
get to have,” Miss Estridge said.
She added, “Our special education
teacher recommended that we have
a tea party this year, as a type of
new initiative. They get to socialise
with one another. They get to do a
nice little activity that they have
not previously gotten to do and get
to dress up and just have a good
time™.

Meanwhile, Special Education
Teacher in the Disabilities Service,
Mrs. Gillian Niles-John said the
event was held indoors to create an
ambience for the participants who

are differently abled to experience
a different environment.

“We focused on the attire
because we wanted them to dress
up like they are actually going out
so that they can understand that
there are different things in life that
they can do and enjoy,” Mrs. Niles-
John said. “We also tried to make it
as appropriate as possible with the
teacups and the pastry table,” she
added.

The Ministry of Health and
Social Development through its
subsidiary the Disabilities Services
Division remains committed to
serving the needs of special needs
persons in the Virgin Islands.

2 i
A4
BVI Football Association
Head of Women’s Football

The BVI Football Association is seeking to fill the position of Women’s Football
Manager responsible for driving the growth and development of the women’s game in
BVI. Responsible for delivering and implementing a long-term women’s football strategy
to successfully grow women’s football in the BVI. Ensuring that all girls/women have
access to this sport.
MAIN RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES

» development of women’s football strategy

» Oversee, manage, and develop women’s football

» Create an effective communication campaign that raises awareness of and

promotes women’s football and its benefits
» Work with schools and tertiary institutions in the territory to promote women'’s
football

» Some coaching required
QUALIFICATIONS

» Minimum college degree with 4 years’ experience as a project manager in sports

» Ability to manage multiple projects

» Adapt to different working environments,

» Understanding of women’s football landscape.
Special Requirements

« Flexible to work at all location.

o Must possess a valid Driver’s License
Please send resume to general.secretary@bvifootball.com

\ J

islandsunbvi.com
Advertise on our Website
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Film And Online Survey
Support Vi Turtle Conservation

Turtle conservation in the Virgin Islands will receive support
through the launch of a film and an online survey by the Department
of Agriculture and Fisheries in conjunction with the Marine
Conservation Society.

The film titled, “Turtles in the Virgin Islands: Balancing
conservation and culture”, is a documentary style production
previously launched by the conservation society to observe World
Sea Turtle Day on June 16. The film was also shown at a series of
workshops locally.

Director of the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries Mr.
Theodore James said the workshops hosted by his department
involved over 150 participants discussing the future of sea turtle
conservation and use in the Virgin Islands. He said the sessions
enabled the department to ascertain the views of the community on
turtle fishing and conservation.

Mr. James said, “The online survey continues to collect these local
views and values which we will take into account along with social
and biological scientific evidence to inform legislative changes we
are planning this year. Persons who are interested in sea turtles are
invited to view this informative film which also touches on the Virgin
Islands’ culture, its marine spaces and the wild life it supports.”

Mr. James, further encouraged the Virgin Islands community to
take the short survey to ensure that their voices are heard.

Meanwhile, Dr Shannon Gore from the Association of Reef
Keepers (ARK) said sea turtle research has been carried out in the
Virgin Islands consistently for over two decades and that there are
significant changes in the numbers of the species.

Dr. Gore added, “During that time, there has also been a lot
of controversy over the turtle fishery. The Sustaining Turtles,
Environment Economies and Livelihoods (STEEL) project seeks to
improve turtle conservation in the Virgin Islands while taking into
consideration local culture and values associated with turtle use.”

The Association of Reef Keepers has coordinated the project
biological research such as turtle tagging and habitat surveys with
the support of the Department of Agriculture and the University of
Exeter, while the Marine Conservation Society has coordinated the
social science using their Community Voice Method which engages
communities in conservation issues through film and workshops.

The conservation society has run similar processes to reform
turtle fisheries in the Turks and Caicos Islands and Montserrat and
has filmed interviews with community members across the Virgin
Islands to produce the documentary.

The film ‘Turtles in the Virgin Islands — balancing conservation
and culture’ and survey can be accessed online at - http:/bitly.ws/
KWw4v

[ PETER ISLAND RESORT & SPA |
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
Peter Island Resort is hiring for the position of : Storeroom Clerk
Duties/Responsibilities:
. Prepare weekly Food & Beverage Orders
. Record all appropriate transactions in Food Trak
. Use hand trucks to move, convey, or hoister shipments from shipping and
receiving platform to storage or work area.
. Properly rotate prices and stores incoming merchandise.
. Accurately issue all storeroom merchandise to all departments.
. Maintain cleanliness of all storerooms, freezers, and coolers.
. Maintain security in storerooms.
. Assist with inventories.
. Receive and processes all hotel packages.
. Adhere to all Sanitation and Safety Standards and Guidelines.
. Perform any related duties as assigned by supervisor. Assisting all other employees

\

in their duties when required.

Specific Technical / General:

. Basic Mathematical skills.

. Computer Literate

. Ability to work at a physically demanding pace.

. Ability to lift fifty (50) pounds to a maximum height of six (6) feet.

. Ability to remain standing for lengthy periods of time; climb steps and stairs;

stoop, bend, and kneel; push.

BVIslanders or Belongers preferred. To apply, send application and resume to Chad

James, Director of Human Resources, P.O. Box 211, Road Town, Tortola, BVI
or email: cjames@peterisland.net or call 284-340-8309.

[s11]
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VI Charting Way Towards Standards For Diabetes Care

Hon. Vincent Wheatle

The Ministry of Health and
Social Development is charting
the way towards improved
health outcomes for people

living with diabetes with the

launch of care guidelines.

Minister for Healthand Social
Development, Honourable
Vincent Wheatley said during
the launch that diabetes is on
the rise in the Territory and the
age of those affected is trending
downward. He said that there
is an expectation to see an
increase in numbers unless
lifestyle changes are made.
“Diabetes is very prevalent in
our community and the saddest
part of the situation is that it is
preventable,” the Minister said.

Honourable Wheatley added,
“I am very pleased to see that
we have started the process
towards standardising the way
we manage this disease and
I encourage all participants
necessary for a successful
implementation to do their part
to ensure that this initiative is a
success.”

Chief ~ Medical  Officer
(CMO) Dr. Ronald Georges
said there is very strong

understanding  among  the

health  care  professionals
about the need and benefits
of standardising care that will
ultimately result in better
diabetes control, outcomes and
quality of life for those living
with the disease.

He  acknowledged  that
getting the buy-in from the
community in all sectors
affected will be a mammoth
task but that the team is ready
for the challenge.

Dr. Georges outlined that the

launching of the guidelines is

just the beginning as clinicians

would have to be educated
continuously about the standard
of care that is expected to be
upheld with regards to persons
living with diabetes.

Dr. Georges added that there
are collaborations that have
to be formed with nonprofit
organisations, farmers,
supermarkets other government
departments and patients and
caregivers.

“This will take some time

to be integrated using this
multi-sectorial approach, but
we are confident once done
all of society will benefit,” the
CMO explained. He added,
“We will achieve our objective
of helping persons living
with diabetes to live a more
empowered and satisfying life
with better health outcomes.”
The Guidelines for the
Management of Diabetes in
Primary Care were launched on
Thursday July 20 and welcomed
healthcare professionals from

the private and public sector as

well as a vested group of about
50 consistent viewers online.
Interested persons can visit
Government’s Facebook page
@BVIGovernment to view the
launch broadcast.

The Ministry of Health
and Social Development is
committed to protecting and
promoting the health of the

people of the Virgin Islands.
(GIS photos)

Bvi Electricity Corporation Addressing Generator Issues

Hon. Kye Rymer

Minister for Communication
and Works Honourable Kye Rymer
has said that the British Virgin
Islands Electricity Corporation
(BVIEC) is working assiduously
to restore its power generating
capacity to optimum levels, to
adequately meet the needs of the
Territory.

Honourable Rymer gave the

assurance that the technical and
operational issues that are affecting
the reliability of the electrical
power supply, and which are
also affecting the water supply,
are receiving the highest priority
attention from the Government and
the corporation.

Minister Rymer said, “Providing
reliable and dependable utilities
to the Territory is paramount to
everyone. We appreciate that the
current issues are inconveniencing
the  public.  This includes
interruption of the water supply.
For this, we apologise. We are
working tirelessly to resolve the
issues, but we need the public to
bear with us while the solution is
put in place.”

General Manager at the BVI
Electricity Corporation Dr. Neil
Smith said one of the largest
generators at the plant is being
overhauled while another has
been experiencing issues with its

governor that has to be rectified by
specialists from the manufacturers.

Dr. Smith added, “Another
smaller generating set has been un-
operational and awaiting assembly.
Complicating matters even further
is the fact that power consumption
in the Territory is currently at the
highest levels that it has ever been.
Coping with the situation has
forced the corporation and some of
our public partners, to take steps to
manage the load on the system so
that we can maintain general power
to the Territory.”

The General Manager said the
Seven Seas desalination plant
consumes 4 Megawatts of energy
when operating at full capacity and
that in order to regulate the load on
the power system, it has become
necessary for the desalination
plant to be taken offline for certain
periods. He said during these times,

water production is interrupted and
its supply to customers is impacted.

“We appreciate that persons
would have endured frustration
due to the present situation, but
we apologise and we are asking
the public to be patient with us as
we carry out the necessary work
to restore the power plant to its
optimal load carrying capacity,” he
said.

Dr. Smith is also appealing to
the public to conserve electricity by
reducing their consumption of the
commodity. He said this will lower
their electricity bill and contribute
to lowering the load on the power
system, which in turn will assist
in reducing the disruptions to the
electricity and water supply.

The BVI Electricity Corporation
continues to strive to provide
the best possible service to its

Dr. Neil Smith

customers, and assist in the
development of the Territory’s

electrical  infrastructure.  The
corporation aims to ensure that
the entire VI population has an
adequate, reliable and continuous
electricity supply at an affordable

cost.
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2023 MARINE SHELTERS

DEPTH DEPTH AT VESSELS
LIGATION ENTRANCE BAY MBORING TYPE ACCOMODATED
Baughers Bay Dock 8 ft 8.3 ft
Small Vessels and
Biras Creek, Virgin Gorda 40 ft 7-40 ft Anchoring Large Vessels up to
100 ft
Small Vessels and
Deep Bay, Virgin Gorda 29 ft 7-12 ft Anchoring Large Vessels up to
150 ft
Anchoring and Private Small Vessels and
Great Harbor Jost Van Dyke 4.5-12 ft Mooring Located in the Large Vessels up to
26 ft
Harbor 150 ft
Hodges Creek 25 ft 8 ft ARG af\d G Up to 50 ft LOA
Mooring
Small Vessels and
Little Harbor, Jost Van Dyke 49 ft 25-30 ft Anchoring Large Vessels up to
150 ft
Allotted spaces for
; = fishing vessels,
Paraquita Bay Lagoon 9 ft 7-12 ft Moorings and Anchors HI.SCC, 2 spaces at
Ports Authority
Small Vessels and
Sea Cows Bay 30 ft 6 — 30 ft Anchoring Large Vessels up to
150ft
Anchoring and Private Small Vessels and
Sopher’s Hole 60 ft 8 ft Mooring Located in the LLarge Vessels up to
Harbor 150 ft
South Sound, Virgin Gorda 44 ft Anchoring Vesselss?zfecshfferent
. : Up to 100 ft
The Bight, Norman Island 76 ft 21-52 ft Anchoring al.]d Frivate (Pleasure and Fishing
Mooring
Vessels )
Trellis Bay 17 ft 12 ft Apehoringand Pavate Up to 60 ft
Mooring

Fishers & boaters are asked to identify a suitable marine shelter for vessels in case the vessels need to be secured.

*Paraquita Bay Lagoon Marine Shelter is under the management of the National Parks Trust. Persons wishing to secure
their vessels at this location should contact the Trust regarding procedures for usage.

Caution: Shelters on this list are recommended, but not guaranteed. Efficacy of the shelter depends on the actual track,
speed of advance and force of wind of the prevailing cyclonic system. Vessel owners and operators bear ultimate
responsibility for the safety and security of their vessels and are urged to factor in these elements when choosing a
marine shelter. The depths indicated were verified in 2021. Government agencies and departments cannot be held
responsible for any consequences arising from choice of shelter made by any person or operator in the prevailing
weather.

GOVERNMENT OF THE
VIRGIN ISLANDS
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ARIZONA - In the capital
of Arizona — with extreme
temperatures that can reach 122°F
during the day and don’t drop
below 90°F atnight —life is almost
impossible. If blackouts were to
knock out the air-conditioning,
nearly half the population could
end up hospitalized.

Hardly anyone walks the streets
and wide avenues of Phoenix
these days. The few sidewalks in
the capital of Arizona— wide and
clear — have become decorative.
The fifth-most populous city in
the United States is a desert...
literally and figuratively.

Phoenix has been breaking
heat records, with temperatures
averaging 110 degrees Fahrenheit
for more than 20 days in a row.
113°F is often exceeded. And the
nights aren’t much better, with
temperatures not dropping below
90°F. It hasn’t rained in four
months.

Living in such an environment
1s almost impossible. It requires

strict routines and lots and lots of

water. When you reach Phoenix,
within just a few minutes, your
lips start to crack. Your mouth
dries up, then your skin. Even
your phone will start to complain
it’s too hot even to charge.
Headaches are common - the
body screams as it tries to recover
from the brutal impact of the heat
wave. And it’s so dry that you
barely sweat... a condition that
conceals dehydration. [El Pais]

1 OH HOLY NIGHT (Caontique de Noel) 429
Adolphe C. Adams - 1847 « No copyright

2 THE LITTLE DRUMMER BOY 249
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HAITI - About half of Haiti’s
five million people urgently
need humanitarian aid, and three
million of these are children
and adolescents. The country’s
institutions and basic services
are critically strained, and the
population is experiencing record
levels of poverty. Severe and
chronic malnutrition has risen by
30% over 2022.

The alarming reality faced by
Haiti has been deteriorating in
recent years. Numerous schools
remain closed due to violence or
structural damage from recurring
natural disasters. The recent rains
have damaged the residences
of thousands of families, and
an ongoing threat of cholera
resurgence  looms.  Teachers,
social workers and healthcare
professionals are leaving the
country, secking safety abroad.

In Haiti, every little effort has a
significant impact on saving lives.
UNICEF  provides vaccines,
therapeutic food for malnutrition,
safe water, hygiene and sanitation
resources, psychosocial support
and protection for those who have
experienced violence.

It’s crucial to allocate
humanitarian funding
promptly  scale up
to address the wurgent needs
of the most vulnerable. We
must simultaneously focus on
establishing long-term solutions
for rebuilding institutions and
ensuring access to essential

more
and
cfforts
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services. By fostering
preparedness and  resilience
against natural disasters and

epidemics, we can break the
cycle of chronic crises and
safeguard the
children. [El Pais]

RUSSIA - Business at RTSB-
RUS, a logistics company
that ships cargo by rail across
Russia, has boomed over the
last 18 months. Amid an exodus
of Western rivals and a surge
in trade with China, its freight
volumes jumped nearly fourfold
in 2022 alone, Chief Executive
Alexander Baskakov told The
Moscow Times.

Elevated cargo shipments are
just one sign of how quickly
Russia’s “pivot to Asia™ has taken
off. The invasion of Ukraine and
deluge of Western sanctions cut
Russia off from its previously
vital European trade markets,
triggering a scramble in Moscow
to replace lost income and supply
chains with Asian alternatives.

Russia’s trade with China
jumped 30% last year to a
record $191 billion, according
to Chinese customs data. In the
first six months of 2023, trade
turnover in dollar terms was
more than double pre-pandemic
levels.

But such a rapid increase in the
volume of goods flowing between
the two countries is putting
pressure on Russia’s logistics
and  infrastructure  network,
which is buckling under the
weight of higher demand. Now
crowded border crossings, at-
capacity railways and overloaded
ports are threatening to limit
how far and how quickly Russia
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on the INTERNET at over 125 platforms including iTunes AMAZON NAPSTER Last FM emusic.com Also see
videos on YouTube and listen to the entire album on SPOTIFY and GOOGLE PLAY
more information at www.vernon-style.com and FACEBOOK: Vernon Pickering

RHYTHMS OF LOVE WILL BE AVAILABLE

N IN THE BVI: WATCH

IM ON YOUTUBE

well-being  of

at i
can continue to turn eastward.
[Moscow Times]

BERMUDA - It would cost the
taxpayer $100 million to resurface
all the island’s roads that are in
poor condition, according to the
Minister of Public Works.

Licutenant-Colonel David
Burch made the revelation in the
House of Assembly yesterday
and added that his ministry had
a budget of only $2.9 million
for road repairs this year — an
amount that would “put but a
small dent” in the amount of
paving needed.

The minister provided an update
on the extensive roadworks being
carried out as part of upgrades to
water treatment and electricity
infrastructures.

He said that that about half of
the island’s 553 kilometres of
road was “in poor condition”.

Colonel Burch added that the
estimated cost of paving a single
kilometre of roadway on both
lanes was $600,000 — although
the majority of private roads were
single lane and therefore cheaper
to resurface. He said: “If the
Government were to undertake
an immediate initiative to fully
repave those public and private
roads that are in poor condition
— approximately 226 kilometres
or half of our roadways — it
would cost approximately $100
million over a ten-year period.
[Royal Gazette]

GUYANA - The government
of Guyana on  Thursday
accomplished tabling legislation
which removes the 20 per cent
tax on cell phones.

Finance Minister, Dr
Ashni  Singh, stated that the
Confirmation of the Customs
(Amendment of First Schedule)
Order of 2023 aligns with a
commitment given by President
Irfaan Ali last June.

He emphasized the widespread
effect the law would bring about.

“With the confirmation of
this order, every cellular phone
that comes into Guyana will no
longer attract a 20 per cent duty
that previously it would have
attracted, and that immediately
will redound to the benefit of the
consuming public,” Singh told
legislators. [CNW]

USA- Vice President Kamala
Harris is scheduled to visit
Florida on Friday to give her
remarks regarding the state Board
of Education’s recent decision to
adjust how Black history is taught
in public schools.

On Wednesday, the Florida
Board of Education approved the
new academic guidelines amidst

nbvi.com
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AVAILABLE AT
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MUSEUM SHOP
THE ISLAND SUN,

123 MAIN STREET
or contact
islandsun@surfbvi.com
a wave of opposition from Florida
teachers, who requested the board
to postpone the decision. The new
educational standards, according
to a 216-page document detailing
Florida’s social studies standards
for 2023 published by the Florida
Department of Education, will
include instruction on how some
Black individuals derived benefits
from slavery by acquiring useful

skills. [CNW]

ROME - Politics must ensure
that elderly people are not
marginalized or abandoned in
their loneliness, Pope Francis
said on Sunday.

It is important “to be vigilant
so that in our lives and in our
families we do not marginalise
the elderly,” said the pope during
Mass at St Peter’s to celebrate the
third World Day of Grandparents
and the Elderly.

“Let us be careful that our
crowded cities do not become
‘concentrations of loneliness’,
lest politics, which is called to
provide for the needs of the most
fragile, forgets precisely about
the elderly, letting the market
relegate them to ‘unproductive
waste’,” he added.

“Let it not happen that, by dint
of chasing the myths of efficiency
and performance at full speed,
we become incapable of slowing
down to accompany those who
struggle to keep up,” said the
86-year-old Pontiff. (ANSA).

(2 X/
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The Staff members of being held at the Gertrude
telecommunications and Christiana Warner
company CCT brought Community Center from 5 to
cheers to the participants 31 July.

of the Sunny Smiles Kids The CCT team members
Summer Camp. The camp is said that the experience

interacting with the camper’
was fun. The team stated,
“We had a wonderful time
with the kids atSunny Smiles
Kids Summer Camp.”
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|Ladyburd Talks...

(" Dear Readers: Tips for Staying Hydrated During the &
Summer Heat (3 of 3)

5. Cool down.

Proper hydration isn’t just about drinking water—it's about regulating
your body temperature, too. During summer, when the risk for heat
stroke is at its highest, wear light, loose-fitting clothing in light colors;
schedule strenuous sports and physical activities during cooler
times of the day; protect yourself from the sun with hats and other
shade accessories; take drink breaks often; and mist yourself with a
spray bottle if you become overheated.

6. Eat foods with high water content.

Did you know that approximately 80 percent of our water intake
comes from drinking water? The other 20 percent comes from food.
All whole fruits and vegetables contain some water, but snack on
these for maximum benefit: cucumbers, celery, tomatoes, radishes,
peppers, cauliflower, watermelon, spinach, strawberries, broccoli,
and grapefruit. They all contain 90 percent water or higher.

7. Replenish when you sweat.

Play a sport? Heading out on a hike? It's essential to drink water
throughout these activities. Your sweat rate, the humidity, and how
long you've exercised are all factors to consider. Proper hydration
means getting enough water before, during, and after exercise. The
American Council on Exercise recommends these guidelines before,
during, and after a workout:

Drink 17-20 oz. two to three

hours before you exercise.

Drink 8 oz. 20-30 minutes before
you exercise.

Drink 7-10 oz. every 10-20 minutes
during exercise.

Drink 8 oz. no more than 30
minutes after exercise.

shutterstr.ck
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Ladyburd’s Mail Box

4 EMAIL ADDRESS:

delseitaliburd@msn.com
or

islandsunnewsp@gmail.com

Dear Ladyburd: | am writing to you for your advice on a
matter at hand, my two daughters that are living with me have
decided to go and lived on their own, do you think that it's a
good idea...Concerned Mom

Ladyburd: Dear Concerned Mom: Thank you for your letter
with regards to you daughters, its is normal that any mother would
be concerned, however, If your daughters are of age, responsible,
focused, level-headed and are ambitious, go ahead and give them
their wings and allow them to soar. | would also have a pep talk
with them before they go, and let them know that they are always
welcome home and that you are always willing to give a listening
ear, if needed. Do not let them leave on a sour note. Give them your
Blessings. and acknowledge that it would have happened at some
point.. Remember what the Poet Kahlil Gibran says “Your children
are not your children. They are the sons and daughters of Life’s
longing for itself. They come through you but not from you,

And though they are with you yet they belong not to you.”

That right there is Food for thought.

So | would suggest: Pray for them that God will guide them and
protect them; and hope for the Best.

Do not let your heart be troubled about it.

QW V oy

Light Bulb
Moments

“I'd rather regret the things

I've done than regret the

things | haven’t done.”
—Lucille Ball

“When you arise in the
morning think of what a
privilege it is to be alive, to
think, to enjoy, to love...” —
Marcus Aurelius

Poetry
Corner

Be True to You

As you set out on life's
road
unsure of the path you'll
go,
the most important thing
you can do
is to always be true to “you”

Always remember who you
are
in moments of struggle or
fear.
Never forget or give up on
the hopes and dreams you
hold dear
There will be setbacks and
rejection
and moments of failure too,
but you must overcome
any frustration
to achieve the potential of
you.
Don't forget to smile, or
laugh,
or to live in the present;
no matter where life takes
you
make every memory
pleasant.
As you travel along your
journey,
know that you're never
alone
and I'll always be here for
you
should you need the
comfort of home.

Anonymous

Tree In The Road
Bobby is driving and suddenly sees a tree
in the middle of the road.
He quickly swerves and just misses it.
But then he sees another tree and another.
As soon as he swerves past one, he sees another.
Finally a police officer pulls him over and asks
why he keeps swerving in the road.
“I'm just trying to miss the trees
in the middle of the road!”
Bobby replies. “Oh,” the policeman says.
“That’s your air freshener!”

What'’s The Time
Two Scouts camping in their backyard
wanted to know the time, so they started
singing at the top of their lungs.
Then one of their neighbors threw open
his window and yelled,
“Cut the noise!
Don’t you know it’s 3 o’clock
in the morning?”

The Dog
A boy entered a bank
with a large dog on a leash.

He asked a security guard:
“Is it all right if | bring Bruno in here?”
“Sure,” said the guard,

“as long as he doesn’t make a deposit.”

“l know a bunch of good

jokes about umbrellas,

but they usually go over
people’s heads. ”
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Sip Into Summer: Homemade
Horchata -- Easy, Frugal and
Full of Flavor

In the heat of summer, have you ever craved a cool,
refreshing beverage that not only quenches your
thirst but also tantalizes your taste buds with creamy
sweetness? Yes? Well, look no further than horchata, the
rice-based beverage that has been capturing hearts and
palates around the world.

The complete name is “Agua de Horchata,” which
translates to “rice water.” Horchata is a traditional
milky beverage made from a combination of rice, water,
cinnamon, milk,sugar and vanilla. While various regional
recipes exist, each with its own twist, the fundamental
elements remain the same. The rice is soaked overnight

PHOTO CREDIT: www.JasonCoblentz.com

3 sl

Horchata is a go-to
summer refresher.

with cinnamon, then blended and strained
to create a smooth puree. To enhance its
sweetness, sweetened condensed milk and
vanilla are added. Additional water is
incorporated to achieve the ideal balance
of flavors. The creamy sweetness makes it a
perfect accompaniment to spicy foods.

Originally hailing from Valencia, Spain,
horchata has gained international acclaim
as a go-to summer refresher. Its dairy-free
origins allowed street vendors to serve it
without refrigeration, keeping it fresh and
safe. Although most traditional recipes
include dairy milk, you can easily adapt it to
your dietary preferences by using alternative
milks like coconut, cashew or almond milk
while adjusting the sweetness to your liking.

As with many deep-rooted traditional recipes, there
are as many variations as there are families making
them. Just like spaghetti sauce or meatloaf recipes, your
favorite is probably whatever your grandmother made.
Now, I’m not here to step on any abuela’s toes. My goal
was to come up with an authentic horchata recipe that
was very easy and inexpensive yet full of traditional
flavors. Here’s my take on an easy and wallet-friendly
recipe for classic horchata.

AGUA DE HORCHATA

Yield: 8 (8 ounce) servings

Total Time: 1 hour (plus 8 hours soaking time)
1 cup long-grain white rice

2 sticks cinnamon

5 cups water (divided)

Pinch of salt

1 (14 ounce) can
sweetened condensed milk

1/4 cup sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla extract

In a bowl, combine the
rice, cinnamon sticks and 2
cups of hot water. Allow it to
soak for 8 hours or overnight
in the refrigerator. Remove
the cinnamon sticks.

Transfer the soaked rice
to a blender and process
until it reaches a smooth
consistency, which may take
a few minutes. If desired,
strain the mixture through a
fine-mesh strainer to remove
any remaining rice solids.

Add the sweetened
condensed milk, sugar,
vanilla extract and a pinch
of salt to the blended rice
mixture. You can use the

f@ “The Sunny Side Up

blender again to ensure a
frothy texture.

Pour the horchata into a
pitcher and gradually add
water (at least 3 cups) to
achieve your preferred taste
and consistency. Stir well.

Keep the horchata chilled
until serving time, and
serve over ice for an extra-
refreshing experience.

Now that you have
mastered the art of making
horchata, let your creativity
flow with these exciting
serving ideas:

-- Blend horchata with
vanilla ice cream for
indulgent milkshakes.

- Make horchata paletas
or ice pops, alone or with
chopped fruit.

-- Combine horchata with
iced coffee for a delicious
horchata latte.

For adults seeking an extra
kick, add a splash of rum
or coconut vodka, or add
shots of espresso and coffee
liquor to your horchata for a
tempting cocktail.

So,  whether  you’re
lounging by the pool, hosting
a backyard gathering or
simply seeking a moment of
tranquility on a hot summer
day, horchata is the easy,
frugal and unique beverage
that will transport you to
a blissful oasis with every
delightful sip. Cheers to the
simple pleasures!

Lifestyle expert Patti
Diamond is the penny-
pinching, party-planning,
recipe developer and content
creator of the website Divas
On A Dime -- Where Frugal,
Meets Fabulous! Visit Patti
at www.divasonadime.
com and join the
conversation on Facebook
at  DivasOnADimeDotCom.
Email Patti at divapatti@
divasonadime.com Visit Patti
at www.DotCom. Email Patti
at divapatti@wdivasonadime.
com(c) 2023 King Features,
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POLICE NEWS

INVESTIGATIONS INTO
COCAINE SEIZURE CONTINUES
UNINTERRUPTED

Saturday, July 22 -
The Royal Virgin Islands
Police Force continues its
inquiries into the significant
cocaine seizure, as well
as the firearm, boat and
ammunition detained during
the operation on Wednesday
evening (19 July) despite
efforts by criminal elements
to disrupt investigations.

In the early hours of this
morning, one seized vessel,
suspected to be involved in
ramming of the police vessel
at sea, was set ablaze in a
calculated effort to destroy

evidence. Fortunately, all
necessary examinations
were completed by the
RVIPF, and no relevant
evidence was destroyed by
these actions.

The RVIPF wishes to
renew its appreciation for
the support and continued
cooperation in this
investigation which remains
dynamic as investigators
continue to pursue several
lines of inquiry. The support
of law-abiding members of
the community is reassuring
and sustains an unwavering

determination to continue
efforts to keep serving
and protecting the Virgin
Islands.

The efforts to bring
offenders to justice continue
and will not be derailed by
those who hope to escape
detection and prosecution.
Investigators are therefore
asking anyone who has
useful information to contact
the RVIPF Intelligence Unit
at 368-9339 or anonymously
through the Crimestoppers
hotline number 8008477.

RVIPF MAKES SIGNIFICANT COCAINE
SEIZURE/SEVERAL IN CUSTODY

Thursday, July 20 -
The Royal Virgin Islands

Police Force is at the
early stages of their
investigations  following

an operation at sea early
yesterday evening that
resulted in the seizure of
a significant amount of
cocaine.

Several persons are now

in police custody along
with  two intercepted

vessels, and a firearm

confiscated from one of

the vessels by officers
of the RVIPF and US
Customs and Border
Protection.

During the operation,
officers intercepted a
suspicious speed boat off
the eastern end of Tortola.
Following a high-speed
chase, a second vessel
attacked the Police vessel
but was quickly disabled.
Several officers received
injuries in the incident.

The RVIPF continues to

execute search warrants
on various premises in
relation to this matter.
A second firearm and
a significant amount of
ammunition have already
been recovered from the
land-based searches. No
charges have yet been laid
in this matter.

The RVIPF will release
more information to the

public as soon as it is

practicable to do so.

UPDATE: THREE CHARGED
IN COCAINE SEIZURE/ARRESTS
FOR DESTROYING EVIDENCE

Saturday, July 22 — Police charged three persons and arrested several
others as it continues inquiries into the cocaine seizure, as well as firearms,
boat and ammunition detained during the operation on Wednesday evening
(19 July).

Dion Leslie McMaster, 38, of Brady Ghut was charged with possession
of a controlled drug with intent to supply to another, unlawful possession of
a controlled drug, keeping an unlicenced firearm and unlawful possession
of ammunition. In addition, Zuri Reid, 40, and Ruth Gonzalez Tellez, 28,
both of Belle Vue was charged with keeping an unlicenced firearm and
unlawful possession of ammunition.

Several persons have been arrested in the last 24 hours in relation to
the destruction and theft of two seized vessels as part of the operation.
One seized vessel, suspected to be involved in ramming of the police
vessel at sea, was set ablaze in a calculated effort to destroy evidence and
another was reported missing. Fortunately, all necessary examinations were
completed on both vessels by the RVIPF, and no relevant evidence was
destroyed by these actions.

The RVIPF wishes to renew its appreciation for the support and continued
cooperation in this investigation which remains dynamic as investigators
continue to pursue several lines of inquiry.

The support of law-abiding members of the community is reassuring and
sustains an unwavering determination to continue efforts to keep serving
and protecting the Virgin Islands.

The efforts to bring offenders to justice continue and will not be derailed
by those who hope to escape detection and prosecution. Investigators are
therefore asking anyone who has useful information to contact the RVIPF
Intelligence Unit at 368-9339 or anonymously through the Crimestoppers
hotline number 800-8477.

FOURTH PERSON CHARGED
IN COCAINE SEIZURE

Tuesday, July 25 — Police charged a fourth person in its continued
inquiries into the cocaine, firearms, boat and ammunition seizure
during the operation last week Wednesday.

Rico Penn, 34, of Fats Hogs Bay was charged with possession of a
controlled drug with intent to supply to another, unlawful possession
of a controlled drug, keeping an unlicenced firearm and unlawful
possession of ammunition. Formerly, Dion McMaster, 38, Brady
Ghut, had been charged with the same four charges while Zuri Reid,
40, and Ruth Gonzalez Tellez, 28, both of Belle Vue was charged
with keeping an unlicenced fircarm and unlawful possession of
ammunition.

An additional three persons were arrested and released pending
further investigations.

The RVIPF wishes to renew its appreciation for the support and
continued cooperation in this investigation which remains active and
dynamic as investigators continue to pursue several lines of inquiry.
The support of law-abiding members of the community is reassuring
and sustains an unwavering determination to continue efforts to keep
serving and protecting the Virgin Islands.

The efforts to bring offenders to justice continue and will not be
derailed by those who hope to escape detection and prosecution.
Investigators are therefore asking anyone who has useful information
to contact the RVIPF Intelligence Unit at 368-9339 or anonymously
through the Crimestoppers hotline number 800-8477.
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Saturday, 2 September,
2023,at10:00am @&

Presented by CIBC FirstCaribbean International Bank Walk For the Cure. s
All proceeds go to the BVI Cancer Society.

Prizes for the top 3 treasure hunters include an

How to register: ;
& Island Tour and Animal Sanctuary Tour at Necker

Complete the registration form below and submit
with payment at CIBC FirstCaribbean International
Bank, Wickhams Cay, Road Town.

Registration fees (per vehicle):

Corporate team

(4-person team max) brand your car
extra per vehicle

Onsite registration

(extra per vehicle)

Island, category prizes and more! Starts and ends
at the CIBC FirstCaribbean parking lot.
Entertainment by a popular DJ.

Life, unlimited.

I e

Walkfor the T
Cure Horizon

93_2 FirstCaribbean

International Bank

The CIBC logo is a trademark of Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce,
used by FirstCaribbean International Bank under license



« Whatever  happened  to

othe older woman who was
chosen as *“The Bachelorette” and
left early in the season because
she found *the one”? Are they still
together? — J.K.

« Only in Hollywood is 39 consid-

« ered old, but that’s how old Clare
Crawley was when she was chosen by
ABC 10 be their “Bachelorette” for sea-
son 16 of the show. She surprised view-
crs by quitting after just 12 days of film-
ing because she said she already found
her man — 31-year-old contestant Dale
Moss. Alas, Crawley didn’t find her hap-
pily ever after with him.

The couple did get engaged, but had
a rocky on- and off-again relationship,
finally breaking up for good in Septem-
ber 2021. After geuting her heart broken,
Crawley found love the following year
with Mascot Sports CEO Ryan Daw-
kins. She told People magazine, “He’s
not after fame and ... he is so consistent
and so vocal about how much he loves
me!

Crawley won't be competing on any
reality dating shows anymore, since she
happily said “I do” to Dawkins carlier
this year and is expecting her first child,
viasurrogate, in January 2024,

ook

.I'm really surprised Carol

« Burnett didn’t get nominated
foran Emmy for “*Better Call Saul.”
Isn’t there a special category for
guest-star parts? I thought she’d be
a shoo-in.— G.M.

«Comedy legend Carol Burnettdid
ea spectacular job in her impactful
role on the final scason of “Better Call
Saul”” However, according to Roll-
ing Stone, she wasn’t eligible for the
Oustanding Guest Actress  category
because she appeared in “one episode
too many™ and was thus submitted for
consideration in the Supporting Actress
category instead. Alas, that catcgory was
highly competitive and saturated with
actresses from “The White Lotus,” leav-
ing Burnett off the nominations list.
“Better Call Saul” aired its series fina-
le right after voting ended for last year's
Emmys, putting it at a disadvantage for
this year's nominations. Bob Odenkirk
and Rhea Sechorn are contenders in
their respective acting categories, and

by Dana Jackson

Margot Robbie stars as the title
character in “Barbie” (2023).

the ceremony is expected to air on Fox
this September.
FEE

oI just read that Margot Rob-

obie has been married for
several years. I’ve never seen her
husband walking the red carpet
with her at award shows. Who is he?
—O.T.

A « The twice-Oscar-nominated
e actress and star of the upcoming
film “Barbic” has been quictly married
since 2016 to film producer Tom Ack-
erley. They met a decade ago on the set
of Robbie’s movie “Suite Francaise™
where he was the assistant director. The
two now own a production company and
have produced several of Robbie’s films,
including "I, Tonya.”

As for red carpet appearances, the cou-
ple did appear before photographers on
the pink carpet at the world premicre
event for “Barbie” at the Shrine Audi-
torium in Los Angeles. They'll also be
producing partners for her upcoming
film, a yet-to-be-titled “Ocean’s Eleven™
sequel. At only 33 years old each, the
couple will hopefully have many more
years together conquering Hollywood.

Send me your questions at
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.com,
or write me at KFWS, 628 Virginia
Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Doctors Won’t Prescribe
Hormone Therapy
to Woman Over 60

DEAR DR. ROACH: In a recently
published column, you stated, “As
always, the decision belongs to the
patient,” while addressing a concern
about the benefits and risks of stop-
ping a statin drug. Oh, really? Then,
why is it that, once I turned 60, not
a single doctor will prescribe hor-
mone replacement therapy (HRT)
to stop my debilitating post-meno-
pausal symptoms? After suffer-
ing from menopausal symptoms
starting at age 42, I was finally pre-
scribed HRT at age 57. What relief
I felt, as it was the only remedy to
alleviate my hot flashes, weight gain,
lack of sleep and vaginal dryness.

Once 1 hit 60, I was ordered to
stop HRT, and no one since will pre-
scribe it for me now. I am 66, suffer
from hot flashes daily and have my
sleep interrupted at least five times
a night with terrible night sweats, I
have tried just about every over-the-
counter offering with zero effective-
ness.

I will gladly trade the greater risk
of heart attack and stroke, and the
possible shorter life span, for relief
from symptoms that affect my daily
quality of life. Clearly, the choice is
not mine, because if I had a choice,
I would ask for continued prescrip-
tions of HRT to give me relief. Why
don’t I have that choice as a patient?
—RM.T.

ANSWER: A patient always has
the right to refuse a treatment recom-
mended from a physician. However,
the physician has the obligation to
consider the risks and benefits of a
trcatment, and is not obliged to pre-
scribe a treatment that they do not
think is appropriate.

If a patient asks me for a treatment
that has been shown to be ineffec-

tive and has the potential for serious
adverse effects, I don’t prescribe it, but
will work with the patient to find alter-
native treatments. For example, some
nonhormonal prescription treatments
are moderately effective for hot flash-
es and sleep disturbance, and topical
estrogen is very effective for vaginal
dryness.

However, the case of HRT for symp-
toms of menopause is more complicat-
ed, because estrogen is the most effec-
tive treatment we have for menopausal
symptoms, particularly for hot flashes.
There are risks to HRT, but the benefits
for some women are so great that they
are willing to accept some risks.

You mentioned the risk of heart dis-
ease and stroke. A landmark study
called the Women’s Health Initiative
helped to define and quantify those
(and other) risks. Its effect has been
to dramatically reduce the prescrib-
ing of menopausal hormone therapy,
but the results should not be interpret-
ed to mean that hormone treatment is
always inappropriate, even in women
who are in their mid-60s, where risks
are higher.

Moreover, a woman’s entire health
status should be considered when
deciding whether to prescribe hor-
mone treatments. In women with a his-
tory of an estrogen-dependent tumor
(like many breast cancers), a history of
a blood clot or a stroke, or a few other
issucs, the harm almost certainly out-
weighs the benefits. Otherwise, a wise
clinician looks at the patient’s risk for
heart discase, blood clots and simi-
lar conditions. Women at a very high
risk for heart disease should proba-
bly avoid estrogen. Using lower-dose
estrogen by patch (rather than pills) is
wise for women at moderate risk, such
as those who are in their 60s.

Physicians do not want to prescribe
medications that will harm their
patients, and most have stopped pre-
scribing menopausal hormone therapy
entirely for women, to prevent disease.
However, it still has a role in treating
symptoms. I recommend you seek out
an expert in treatment of menopausal
treatments and have a frank discussion
about your willingness to assume risk
in order to have a better quality of life.

Dr. Roach regrets that he is unable
to answer individual questions, but
will incorporate them in the column
whenever possible. Readers may email
questions to ToYourGoodHealth@
med.cornell.edu.

© 2023 North America Synd., Inc.
All Rights Reserved

Uran86
UT TR

By Lucie Winborne

* The blobfish gets its nickname from
its saggy appearance when it's brought
to the surface from the deep part of
the ocean where it lives. Because it
has no skeleton and very little muscle,
water pressure that would crush human
organs gives the animal physical struc-
ture at that depth.

+ To maintain the historical accuracy
of the American Colonial era, Disney
World’s Liberty Square was built with-
out any restrooms. (But no, you won’t
find any outhouses, either.)

* And speaking of restrooms, there are
public toilets for dogs in China.

* The character of cross-dressing
Corporal Klinger on the TV series
“M*A*S*H” was allegedly influenced
by comedian Lenny Bruce's claim that
he was discharged from the Navy for
saying he had “homosexual tenden-
cies.”

* Eberhard Anheuser, cofounder of
the Anheuser-Busch brewery, got his
start in manufacturing with soap and
candles.

* Due to a technical glitch in his deb-
it card payment processing, a man was
accidentally charged 23 quadrillion
dollars. As if that wasn’t bad enough,
since he didn’t have the amount in his
account, he was also charged a $15
overdraft fee!

*» Carmauba wax, which is used on
cars, is the same type of wax used to
give gummy candy its sheen.

* Neptune's moon, Triton, orbits the
planet backward.

* To add authenticity to a fictional
criminal underworld, Rockstar Games
hired real-life gang members to voice
background characters in Grand Theft
Auto'V.

* One-third of men’s fragrances sold
are actually worn by women.

* Amethysts got their name from the
ancient Greek word “‘amethystos,”
meaning “not drunk.” They were once
believed to prevent intoxication.

* The “little black dress” was com-
pared to the Ford car when it debuted in
1926, for its practicality and simplicity.

*EF
Thought for the Day: “Never rob

your character to enrich your pocket.”
— James Lendall Basford

© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
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The National Bank of the Virgin Islands proudly welcomes D’Moi Hodge
as its newest Brand Ambassador.

% Naq’%(zrij!n islands:

CEO Joy N. Penn joining in the homecoming celebration for D’Moi Hodge

Road Town, Tortola - The
National Bank of the Virgin
Islands (NBVI) is delighted
to announce D’Moi Hodge
as the bank’s newest brand
ambassador. NBVI is
excited to have supported
D’Moi in basketball
camps and tournaments in
previous years and for the
homecoming activities this
past weekend.

At 24, Hodge has made
a profound impact by
being the first BVIslander
to participate in the NBA
Draft and receive a 2-way
contract with the NBA in
the esteemed Los Angeles
Lakers Franchise.

Joy Penn, the Chief
Executive Officer of NBVI,
emphasised the Bank’s
dedication to supporting
young professionals

and  recognising their
accomplishments within the
community. Penn said, “We
deeply admire individuals
who  work  diligently,
set ambitious goals, and
persevere to achieve
extraordinary success for
themselves and our beloved
Territory. D’Moi is a shining
example for our Bank and
the entire Virgin Islands,
inspiring others with his
remarkable achievements.”
Hodge’s family have been
long-standing customers
of NBVI  Graciously
accepting the sponsorship
and ambassadorship, Hodge
expressed  his  heartfelt
gratitude, stating, “Knowing
that the National Bank of
the Virgin Islands believes
in me means the world. It

motivates me to push my
limits further and bring pride
to my home through my
training and performance on
the court.”

The ambassadorship
will commence for the
third and fourth quarters
of 2023, with an annual
review. As the official bank
of paradise, NBVI takes
immense pride in Hodge’s
accomplishments and other
outstanding athletes like
Kyron McMaster, who have
brought recognition to the
Virgin Islands through their
exceptional  determination
and skill. The Bank remains
optimistic and eagerly looks
forward to supporting this
talented basketball player
as he proudly represents the
Virgin Islands as the first-
ever NBA player from the
BVI.

"National Bank

< Urgut ISiands

o] e

CEO Joy N. Penn presenting $5,000.00 chequ;
to D’Moi Hodge

DUR GLASSIFIED ADS
PRODUGE RESULTS

Whether on line or on our FREE
DIGITAL edition you will

GET GREAT RESULTS

at a LOW COST.
Offices: 123 - MAIN STREET

Road Town, Tortola

TEL: (284) 494-2476
E-mail: islandsun@surfbvi.com

islandsunnewsp@gmail.com
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Caribbean News / Regional News

GOOMBAY SUMMER FESTIVAL RETURNS TO NASSAU

NASSAU, Bahamas (19
July 2023) — The Ministry
of Tourism, Investments
& Aviation is pleased
to announce the highly

anticipated return  of
the Goombay Summer
Festival to Nassau

following a hiatus of over
a decade. This exciting
event will take place
in the nation’s capital
on Bay Street between
Rawson  Square and
Charlotte Street, 28 July
and continue for the two
subsequent Fridays.

For more than 10 years,

the Goombay Summer
Festival was exclusively
held in the Family Islands

making this return to
Nassau a  significant
milestone in our 50th year
of Independence. The
festival will infuse the
capital with the vibrant
music, art, and cultural
expressions that define
this celebrated event.

The Hon. 1 Chester
Cooper, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Tourism Investments &
Aviation in expressing his
enthusiasm on the return of

the festival to Nassau said,
“As children, we all grew
up going to Goombay on
Bay Street, and this is a
prime opportunity to bring
the festival back to its
original venue. We were
intentional about having
Goombay Summer back
on Bay Street for two
main reasons. First, we
are in a celebratory mood
for our Golden Jubilee of
Independence and second,
we are in the process of
revitalising Bay Street
and uplifting the entire
environment.”
“Goombay  Summer
Festival is about igniting
the atmosphere of
downtown with the music,
art, and culture of The
Bahamas,” he said.
Festivalgoers can expect
electrifying music
performances throughout
the event with a featured
lineup of renowned artists
that  includes:  Sweet

Emily, D-Mac, Solo, The
Obeah Man (Junkanoo
Tingz ), Gary McDonald,
Shine, Lady E, Blaudy,
Nishie L.S. and Geno
D... Additionally, the
festivities will showcase
captivating entertainment
including limbo dancers,
goombay dancers, stilt

performers, storytelling
and an  exhilarating
Junkanoo rushout.

Foodies will have the
opportunity to indulge
in the best of Bahamian
delights, such as Chef
Patrice Rolle’s Crab Duff
and Mudda Freeze’s
Native Ice-cream.

Throughout the festival,
attendees can also partake
in cultural games such as
ring play, Nassau trivia
and a limbo competition.
The event will also
include a Kiddies Corner,
authentic artisanal craft
vendors, refreshing drinks
and much more, providing

an immersive experience
of Bahamian culture and
traditions.

Added DPM Cooper,
“Goombay Summer
Festival is exciting; it’s
the coming together of
our art, our food, and our
culture and the general
interaction of the warmth
of all the people across
The Bahamas. This is
going to be an exciting
occasion, and we invite
everyone, tourists and
residents across all the
islands of The Bahamas,
to participate.”

The Nassau Goombay

Summer  Festival is
proudly sponsored by
REV/ALIV  and the
Caribbean Bottling
Company.

For more information

and to save the dates, visit
www.Bahamas.com or
www. Tourismtoday.com.

Joint Press Release — SELA, ACS, SICA, CAN,
ALADI, and CARICOM

(CARICOM Secretariat,
Turkeyen,-GreaterGeorgetown,
Guyana - Thursday, 20 July
2023) - The Secretariats
of regional and int